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National Central University
Department of Business Administration
Ph.D. Program Guidelines
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These Regulations are established in accordance with the National Central University Regulations on Degree
Examinations for Postgraduate Students.
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The minimum number of credits required for graduation is 28 credits.
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Minimum duration of study: After obtaining doctoral student status, students must complete a minimum of 31
months of study. (Note 1)
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Curriculum
1. Advisors may require students to take additional courses related to business administration. Such additional
courses shall not count toward the credits required for graduation.
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2. Required and required-elective courses: Required courses include Research Methodology | (BA8001) and Il
(BAB8002) (6 credits in total), Independent Study | (BA8007) and Il (BA8008) (6 credits in total), Ph.D. Seminar I
(BA8009), 11 (BA8011), Il (BA8012), and IV (BAB013) (4 credits in total), and one required elective course in the
student’s specialization group: Seminar on Financial Management (BA8080), Seminar on Marketing Management
(BAB8050), Seminar on Production and Operation Management (BA8091), Seminar on Strategic Management
(BA8041), Seminar on Human Resource Management (BA8061), or Seminar on Information Management
(BA8070), worth 3 credits. These courses total 19 credits.

3. In addition to the requirements under Paragraph 2, students in the Human Resource Management group must
take Seminar on Organizational Behavior (BA7095) for 3 credits as a required elective.

4. Elective courses: The advisor shall designate at least two elective courses offered by the Department. Other
doctoral-level elective courses offered by another department or another university must first be approved by the
advisor. A maximum of one course not offered by the Department may be counted toward the credits required for
graduation. (Note 4)

5. Students directly pursuing a doctoral degree shall complete at least 28 credits of doctoral-program courses after
obtaining doctoral student status.
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Thesis Supervision Guidelines

The qualifications of thesis advisors shall be governed by the National Central University Study Regulations.
Students may not change their specialization group after admission. The thesis advisor shall be a full-time faculty
member of the Department in the student’s specialization group. The classification of faculty members into
specialization groups shall be based on the registration in the year of the student’s admission. If a faculty member
in the student’s specialization group is unable to supervise the student for any reason, the matter may be resolved
by the Department Council.

If the student’s thesis advisor retires or leaves the university during the student’s period of study, the student shall
have a full-time faculty member of the Department as a co-supervisor. (Note 4)

Before enrolling in Independent Study I and II, students shall submit a “Thesis Supervision Agreement.” If the
student changes their thesis advisor, a “Termination of Thesis Supervision Agreement” shall be submitted. (Note 4)
Thesis similarity standard: After excluding the introduction, reference list, table of contents, and appendices, the
similarity index of the thesis shall be 20% or lower. If the thesis does not meet the departmental standard, the
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https://pdc.adm.ncu.edu.tw/static/file/19/1019/img/329/1NationalCentralUniversityStudyRegulations.pdf

student shall provide specific reasons and obtain confirmation from the thesis advisor before completing the
procedures for leaving the University. The similarity index shall nevertheless not exceed 35%. Special cases
approved by the relevant departmental meeting and authorized by the Dean of Academic Affairs are exempt from
this requirement. (Note 4)

The title and content of the dissertation shall be consistent with the Department’s professional research fields.
(Note 4)
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Journal Publications

1. The relevant regulations for journal publications are stipulated in the “NCU Business Administration
Department Ph.D. Student Publication Guidelines,” hereinafter referred to as the “Publication Guidelines.”

2. To apply for the review of Graduation Eligibility Evaluation, students must submit their application to and
obtain approval from the Doctoral Degree Examination Qualification Review Committee before applying for the
doctoral degree examination. Students who submit articles to any of the following journals may provide relevant
supporting documentation and may be exempt from review by the committee. (Note 2)

a. SSCI, SCIE, or TSSCI journals recommended by the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC).

b. Journals specified by the College of Management (Please see the School of Management website : B179
RABEHBRAMASARZFERZEZRPNESE BUuPAKRBERE RGN EIAT] - EREREL
RRRBREVUES T EREEIRE).

c. Journal ranked B+ or higher in the NSTC evaluation of journals in the fields of finance or accounting (applicable
to the Finance Management group).
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Ph.D. Candidacy Evaluation
1. Students must pass the candidacy evaluation by the end of their eighth semester of study; otherwise, they shall
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be dismissed from the University. (Note 3)

2. After completing the required graduation credits and having one journal article accepted that meets the
requirements of Article 3 of the aforementioned “Publication Guidelines,” students may obtain doctoral candidacy
upon approval by the thesis advisor in the initial review and the Department Chair in the secondary review.
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Eligibility Review for Doctoral Degree Examination Application

Students may apply for the doctoral degree examination only after meeting the following requirements:

1. Obtaining doctoral candidacy.

2. Complying with the “Publication Guidelines,” obtaining initial approval from the thesis advisor, and passing the
final review of Graduation Eligibility Evaluation by the Doctoral Degree Examination Qualification Review
Committee in accordance with the Department’s requirements.

3. The first draft of the dissertation conforms to the University’s “Thesis Format Regulations” and has been
approved by the thesis advisor.
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Students admitted to directly pursue a doctoral degree who, for any reason, terminate their doctoral studies, fail the
doctoral candidacy evaluation, or fail the doctoral degree examination may proceed in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the “Guidelines Governing Direct Admission into Doctoral Programs at National Central University.”
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Any matters not covered by these Regulations shall be handled in accordance with the relevant regulations of the
Ministry of Education and the University.
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These Regulations shall take effect after being approved by the Department Council and the College Curriculum
Committee and submitted to the Academic Affairs Council for ratification. The same procedure shall apply to any
amendments.

i  Notes
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Note 1: Applicable retroactively to doctoral students enrolled from the 2011 academic year onward who are currently
enrolled.

it 2 BMERZERLEEAMR 111.02.28 piisE AEHA) -

Note 2: Applicable retroactively to all currently enrolled students of the Department; not applicable to articles submitted
before February 28, 2022.
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Note 3: Applicable retroactively to currently enrolled students. Students who had enrolled by the end of the 20212022
academic year and had not yet passed the doctoral candidacy evaluation may choose either the new or old candidacy
evaluation standards. Students choosing the old standards may follow Article 1, Paragraph 1 and Article 3, Paragraph 4
of the former “Ph.D. Student Publication Guidelines.”
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Note 4: Applicable retroactively to currently enrolled students.
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